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Board Report by Dr. Lewis Brogdon, Director 
 
I am pleased to report that the new Institute for Black Church Studies has commenced its work of 
becoming a nationally recognized center that offers contextual-based courses in preaching, theology, and 
history, that trains leaders to confront the painful legacy of racism with courage and imagination and 
provides needed leadership in the public square.  
 
Four areas that have filled my time as director follow: 
 
1. I am pleased to announce the hiring of Rev. Erica Whitaker as Associate Director for the Institute for 
Black Church Studies. There was funding in the Baugh Grant for an administrative assistant, but the 
applicant pool was strong with candidates holding master’s and doctorates. Erica quickly emerged as a 
top candidate and ideal fit for the institute’s work at Simmons and CBF (her involvement in Empower 
West, years pastoring Buechel Park Baptist Church, and presence on boards of prominent organizations 
just to name a few). She is also completing a Ph.D. in Baptist Studies. I worked with President Cassady 
to reimagine the position in ways that reflect her vast experience as a church leader and rising scholar 
and also that support the institute’s focus of doing anti-racist work in predominately white churches. She 
has begun work on a part time basis and has already proven to be a strong addition to the administrative 
team. 
 
2. On October 8, the institute held its first event in Owensboro Kentucky. In partnership with CBF 
Kentucky, Dr. Robert P. Jones agreed to be the keynote speaker for their annual conference and an 
interview with me to discuss his latest book White Too Long: The Legacy of White Supremacy in American 
Christianity. The event titled, “America’s Racial Reckoning and the Crisis of White Christianity: A 
Conversation with Robert P. Jones and Lewis Brogdon” was attended by over forty people with over 
eighty views online.   
 
3. I have also been involved in planning the Festival of Faiths Conference in November 
(https://festivaloffaiths.org/). The Festival of Faiths is a nationally acclaimed interfaith event of music, 
poetry, film, art and dialogue featuring a diverse lineup of spiritual leaders, teachers and practitioners. 
Christy Brown and the Brown Forman Foundation. This year’s theme is Sacred Change: Essential 
Conversations on Faith & Race.  
 
BSK is one of the institutions curating a session along with Simmons College of Kentucky, Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Spaulding University, the University of Louisville, and the Ann 



Braden Center. I have been a major advisor to Sarah Riggs Reed and her team at every stage of the 
planning process: organizing themes for each session, writing descriptions for two sessions, speaking at 
press conference, writing an introduction and editing the 200-plus page conference catalog, organizing 
Zoom meetings with presenters, and attending planning meetings. I am also one of the “thought leaders” 
making a presentation. The conference will be a major jolt to the ongoing work of establishing the BSK 
brand in Louisville.    
 
4. I published two op eds in Louisville’s Courier Journal on September 26 titled “How America 
Mishandled Covid-19 (and why we aren’t ready for the next crisis)” and “5 Lessons We Must Learn 
from the Pandemic.” Veda Morgan, one of the editors at the CJ gave the op ed front page coverage in the 
forum section of the Sunday paper.   
 


