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Report from the Academic Dean 
to  

the Board of Trustees of Baptist Seminary of Kentucky 
October 28, 2021 
by Dalen Jackson 

 

I. Current Courses 

The fall schedule of courses is under way, with 16 courses being taught by Zoom. 
The full course schedule is included at the bottom of this report. Three new adjunct 
faculty members are teaching with us, bringing a diversity of experience and identity 
that meets needs of the Seminary:  

• Anastasia Holman is co-teaching Introduction to Pastoral Care and 
Counseling with Steve Ivey. Rev. Holman is Director of Chaplaincy 
Education for the Indiana University Health System. She holds an M.Div. 
from Christian Theological Seminary and is currently pursuing a D.Min. 
from CTS. She, along with Dr. Dartanya Hill who is co-teaching Pastoral 
Care with Small Groups with Wade Rowatt, brings to the classroom (or 
classzoom?) an African-American perspective and considerable experience in 
the practice of pastoral care. 

• Mike Karim is teaching Foundations in Christian Mission while Laura 
Levens is on sabbatical. Dr. Karim is a recent Ph.D. graduate of Fuller 
Theological Seminary whose research and practice has focused particularly on 
Asian American young adults, racism, and higher education. He was 
recommended by Dr. Levens based on her network of connections, and is 
teaching from Rancho Cucamonga, California. 

• Mark Thomas is co-teaching Introduction to Theological Education with John 
Inscore Essick. Dr. Thomas is a recent BSK M.Div. graduate who previously 
earned a Ph.D. in philosophy from Rice University and taught as a 
philosophy professor for many years. The faculty envisions Intro to 
Theological Education as a highly integrated class that introduces students 
not only to the tools of the academic study of theology, but also to the culture 
of learning at BSK with special emphases on the exploration of faith 
formation and vocation. While this course is primarily taught by full-time 
faculty members because of their intimate knowledge of the BSK ethos, Dr. 
Thomas’s experiences make him uniquely qualified to give leadership to the 
course. If he remains available in the future, his teaching could provide some 
much-needed flexibility in scheduling for full-time faculty. 
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II. Curriculum Enhancements for the Institute of Black Church Studies 

A top priority for this fall has been the development of curricular options to support 
the Institute for Black Church Studies. At our September faculty meeting, the faculy 
approved a recommendation from the Academic Subcommittee of the faculty to 
establish both a concentration and a certificate in Black Church Studies. 
 
In addition to slightly modified core requirements (similar to the core required of 
students in Pastoral Care concentrations), students in the Black Church Studies 
concentration will be required to take Introduction to Black Church Studies and two 
electives approved by the director of the program. They will complete their 
Contextual Ministry requirement in an approved Black church context, as well as 
completing three (3) BCS-related assignments in non-BCS courses (Preaching, 
Leadership, and World Religions, for example). 
 
The Certificate in Black Church Studies will require 9 hours (3 courses) as follows: 

• Introduction to Black Church Studies  
• Black and Womanist Theology 
• Elective – Any one of the following: 

o The Life and Theology of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
o Introduction to Preaching 
o Baptist Heritage 
o Pentecostal Heritage 
o Women in Mission 

 
III Additional Curriculum Decisions 

Acting on the recommendation of the Academic Subcommittee, the faculty unanimously 
approved the following new courses in our October faculty meeting: 
 

“Introduction to Chaplain Ministries” (PAC 25 _ _) 
A study of the work of the chaplain in various public ministries including medical, 
military, prison, and business settings. The history of the vocation, required preparation, 
essential skills, and core knowledge areas will be explored. Highly recommended for 
those exploring a call to chaplain ministry.  
 
“Advanced Spiritual Care and Counseling” (PAC 27 _ _) 
A study of essential care and counseling strategies for chaplains and pastors such as 
crisis intervention, short-term counseling, multicultural care and counseling, addiction 
interventions, and effective use of religious resources.  
Prerequisite: PAC 2505 
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“Novels, Ministry, and Historical Imagination” (CHH 27 _ _) 
A study of novels that take up religious and/or theological themes. The course will 
provide opportunities for students to develop skills for thinking historically, 
imaginatively, and ministerially about both the world(s) of the novel(s) and the world(s) 
of the reader.  Students will research and present on historical reference points in the 
novels in order to develop ministerial and historical imagination. 
Prerequisite: CHH 2501 

 
III. Exploration of Policies on Faculty Rank, Mentoring, Salary  

A joint meeting was held on August 11 of the Faculty Academic Subcommittee and 
the Academic Committee of the Board to discuss policy ideas raised by the faculty. 
Two separate, but related, proposals were discussed, one focused on a schedule for 
mentoring, promotion, etc., and the other on the possibility of developing a faculty 
salary scale. The first of these two proposals was referred back to the Faculty 
Academic Subcommittee for further refinement of that proposal with suggestions 
coming out of the joint meeting. The joint committee will meet again when the 
Faculty Academic Subcommittee is further along on that proposal. The second 
proposal, pertaining to salaries, was referred to the Academic Committee of the 
Board for further consideration and study.  
 

 
Fall 2021 

Course Schedule 
Unless otherwise noted, courses are 3 semester hours 

 
 

Day Time  Course Instructor 
  RMS 2503 Rural Places (RMP Elec.) John Inscore Essick 
Mon All day CPE 2615 

CPE 2617 
CPE 2619 

Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)  
(3 hrs. credit applied to MDiv + 3 hrs. 
Contextual Ministry) 

Steve Ivy (coordinator) 

Mon 9:00-12:00 CHH 2501 History of Christianity  John Inscore Essick 
Mon 9:00-12:00 THE 2611 Invitation to Christian Theology  Mark Medley 
M/Th 10:00-11:30 NTS 2605 Introduction to Greek Dalen Jackson 
Mon 1:00-4:00 MIS 2603 Foundations in Christian Mission  Mike Karim 
Mon 1:00-4:00 OTS 2601 Introduction to Old Testament  Dwayne Howell 
Mon 1:00-4:00 BIB 2603 Biblical Hermeneutics Dalen Jackson 
Mon 6:00-8:45 PRC 2601 Preaching  Lewis Brogdon 
Mon 6:00-8:45 CHS 2503 Leadership David Adams 
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Tues 6:00-8:45 INT 2501 Intro. to Theological Education  
John Inscore Essick/ 
Mark Thomas 

Tues 6:00-8:45 PAC 2505 Introduction to Pastoral Care and 
Counseling Steve Ivy 

Tues 6:00-8:45 THE 2707 
Trauma, Theology, and Pastoral 
Practice (prereq. Invitation to 
Christian Theology) 

Mark Medley/Wade 
Rowatt 

TBA  CTM 2701 Contextual Ministry Steve Ivy 
Thur 9:00-12:00 INT 2501 Intro. to Theological Education  Lewis Brogdon 
Thur 1:00-4:00 SPF 2501 Spiritual Formation  Ryan Shrauner 

Thur 1:00-4:00 PAC 2605 Pastoral Care with Small Groups: 
Dynamics and Techniques Wade Rowatt 

Thur 6:00-8:45 CHH 2611 
Communication for Church and 
World 

David Cassady/ David 
Adams 


