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Baptist Seminary of Kentucky  

Board of Trustees Meeting  

March 26, 2020, 1:00 PM  

Virtual Meeting 

Present: Dr. Joni Fowler, Ken Hall, Dwight Lovan, Dr. Ronald Oliver, Micah Spicer Melody 
Chaney, Dr. Bill Holmes, Reba Cobb, Omer Middleton, Dr. Jonathan Moorehead, Don 
Colliver, Doug McSwain, and Ann McMahan.   

Meeting was called to order by Joni Fowler at 1:09 p.m.  

Board Chair Joni Fowler welcomed everyone and thanked them for their attendance 

Dr. Joni Fowler welcomed Rev. Dr. Jonathan Moorehead to the BSK Board.   

President Cassady offered a devotional word and prayer.   
Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting were presented. Motion to accept the 
minutes was made by Ken Hall and seconded by Bill Holmes.  Minutes approved.  
 
Seminary Reports  
 
Academic Dean’s Report: Attached 

Admissions Report: Attached 

President Cassady presented board members with the Memorandum of Understanding 

between Baptist Seminary of Kentucky and The American Baptist Churches of Indiana and 

Kentucky.   After some discussion from the board regarding Anti-Trust Laws, Ron Oliver made 

the motion to amend the document by taking out the first sentence in the 2nd bullet point and 

deleting the fourth bullet point altogether.   Doug McSwain seconded the motion.  The vote 

passed with one abstention.   

Dr. Holmes made a motion to approve the amended Memorandum of Understanding.  

Dwight Lovan seconded.  Motion passed. 

President’s Report 

President’s Report: Attached 

President Cassady updated the BSK Board on COVID-19 procedures implemented by the 
seminary. 

President Cassady, Dr. Brogdon, and Dr. Adams met with the Lilly Foundation regarding a 
grant proposal that will focus on “Overcoming the Congregational Color Line.”  A written 
proposal will be submitted in the near future.   
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BSK is also seeking a grant from the Baugh Foundation regarding a new Learning Resource 
Center to provide student support in the following areas: academic excellence, creative 
media/communication skills, and digital literacy.   

BSK is ramping up efforts to fundraise through mail, email, and phone.  Emphasizing online 
giving is a critical component right now, given the Covid-19 pandemic.   

Board Report 

Financial Report:  Ms. Melody Chaney updated Board members on the current financial 
situation of BSK.  

- Total assets at the end of February are at $2.4 million, 
- Our fiscal year-to-date total revenue is $426,807, 
- Our fiscal year-to-date net loss is $210,539, 
- Total amount of money set aside in the CDARS program as collateral is $480,000 and 
- The amount of line of credit against these funds is $445,608. 

Also, BSK has a substantial amount of money coming from Dr. Doty’s estate that will fluctuate 
with the market until all paperwork is in from all charities.  

The lease for Georgetown College is currently $5,500 per month.  The board discussed 
potential options for office and classroom space.   

Dr. Joni Fowler and President Cassady spoke to the ATS Evaluation Committee's Exit Report 
to Baptist Seminary of Kentucky.  ATS provided this document including recommendations to 
consider as BSK moves forward as an organization.  Recommendations from ATS to the BSK 
Board of Trustees include: 

- Develop orientation resources/processes for new board members: duties, 
responsibilities, roles 

- Develop governance processes that clarify the school’s constituencies and provides 
accountability in areas of governance 

- Develop long-range plan for achieving and maintaining economic equilibrium 
- Update and expand trustee handbook 

Ron Oliver offered to send Board members a relevant book, entitled Legal Duties for 
Directors, by Jerald Jacobs.  After discussion, the Board decided to reconstitute the bylaws 
committee and charge the committee to come to the board in June to recommend next 
steps to fulfill recommendations made by ATS.  Motion was made by Doug McSwain, Second 
by Don Colliver.  Motion carried.  Doug McSwain, Ken, Dwight, Don Colliver, and Reba will 
serve on the Bylaws Committee.   
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Old Business  

No Report 

New Business  

Reba Cobb made a motion to adjourn.  Second by Ann McMahan.  Motion passed   

Next board meeting will be June 11th.   

Meeting adjourned at 3:30.  
 

On April 21, 2020, the faculty of BSK voted unanimously to recommend to the Board of 

Trustees that the following students be granted the Master of Divinity degree, contingent on 

their satisfactory completion of all degree requirements: David Grady, Ervin Hollins, and 

Scarlette Jasper 

Ron Oliver moved to affirm the recommendation.  Jonathan Moorehead seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 11-0.   

Attachments:  

 Academic Dean’s Report 

 Admissions Report 

 President’s Report 
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Report from the Academic Dean 

to the Board of Trustees of Baptist Seminary of Kentucky 
March 26, 2020 

by Dalen Jackson 

 

Academic Initiatives and Deliberations 

 

1.  Curriculum Revision.  The faculty has been ironing out the details of the new 75-

hour M.Div. curriculum that will go into effect for fall 2020.  Four new courses were 

added to the curriculum.  All courses have also been renumbered, creating a tiered 

system that will help in advising by identifying beginning, intermediate, and 

advanced level courses.  A comparison of the old and new curricula for the basic 

M.Div. is below.  Additional revisions have been made in concentrations for 

Chaplaincy, Pastoral Counseling, and Rural Ministry. 

 

2. Hinson Lectures.  The 2020 Hinson Lectures on March 2 were held for the first time 

in Louisville. The lectures were delivered by Dr. Donyelle McCray, Assistant 

Professor of Homiletics at Yale Divinity School.  Her lectures focused on the 

spirituality of Anna Pauline "Pauli" Murray, an American civil rights activist, 

lawyer, Episcopal priest, and author.  Lecture 1, "The Apostle Pauli: Preaching as the 

Invitation to Freedom," explored the Apostle Paul's influence on Pauli, the charisms 

and virtues that grounded Pauli's witness, and key conceptions of God.  Lecture 2, 

"Saint Langston: Friend of Prophets and Truthbearers," focused on Pauli's friendship 

with Langston Hughes and explored how gender identity and sexuality shaped 

Pauli's prophetic voice. 

 

The lectures will return to Georgetown March 1, 2021, when Dr. Doug Weaver, 

Professor of Baptist Studies at Baylor University, will speak on the topic of Baptists, 

the Holy Spirit, and Pentecostalism. 

 

3.  Faculty Development.  The faculty continued engagement in faculty development 

opportunities during our scheduled monthly work sessions.  Librarian Ryan 

Shrauner gave a presentation in February on “Inclusion and Equity in the 

Classroom,” and Dr. Lewis Brogdon led a discussion in the March session based on 

an article he is writing for The Black Pulpit and Public Square on “The Politics of 

Violence” – or – “Politics and Verbal Violence.” 
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4.  Additional Faculty Deliberations/Work  

• Approval of academic calendar for 2020-2021; 

• Planning fall 2020 and spring 2021 class schedules; 

• Nomination of students for Baptist Women in Ministry Addie Davis Awards:  

Kelly Hale, Preaching; Hannah Moody, Pastoral Leadership; 

• Revision of policies on Academic Probation and Incompletes. 

 

 

(See Comparison of 2019-2020/2020-2021 M.Div. Curriculum on next page.) 
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Comparison of BSK 2019-2020/2020-2021 M.Div. Curricula 
 

2019-2020 M.Div. Curriculum      Hours 

Spiritual Formation I and II 4 

Introduction to the Bible 3 

History of the Christian Church 3 

Introduction to Pastoral Care or Counslng 3 

World Religions 3 

Leadership  3 

Church Administration  3 

Invitation to Christian Theology 3 

Foundations in Christian Mission  3 

Baptist Heritage 3 

Introduction to Old Testament  3 

Introduction to New Testament  3 

Biblical Electives  6 

Elective course in Theology 3 

Elective course in Christian Mission 3 

Elective course in Church History 3 

Ethics 3 

Biblical Hermeneutics  3 

Preaching 3 

Worship 3 

Christianity & Culture 3 

Contextual Ministry I and II  6 

Benediction  2 

Free Electives  15 

Total Hours   90 

*New Courses 

 

2020-2021 M.Div. Curriculum      Hours 

Spiritual Formation   3 

*Introduction to Theological Education 3 

History of the Christian Church 3 

Introduction to Pastoral Care   3 

World Religions 3 

Leadership  3 

Administration  3 

Invitation to Christian Theology 3 

Foundations in Christian Mission  3 

Denominational Heritage (Bapt., etc.) 3 

Introduction to Old Testament  3 

Introduction to New Testament  3 

3 courses from as many subject areas: 
1. Bible              3. Christian Mission 
2. Theology      4. Church History 

9 

Liturgy and Social Ethics 3 

Biblical Hermeneutics  3 

2 of these courses:   
*Communication for Church & World 
Preaching 
Worship 

6 

*Scripture and Ministerial Imagination 3 

*Black & Womanist Theology 3 

Contextual Ministry or CPE  3 

Benediction  3 

Free Electives  6 

Total Hours   75 
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Baptist Seminary of Kentucky Board Meeting Report 

Abby Sizemore, Director of Admissions 

March 26, 2020 

 
Admissions 
 

We already have 3 students admitted for the Fall 2020 semester! I am currently working with around 10 active 

applicants that are working to complete their application and around 20 “prospects” who I hope to push towards 

applying. These numbers are very encouraging for this time of year as, historically, the majority of Fall semester 

applicants typically come through the application process over the Summer months.  

 

While the COVID-19 outbreak and the cancellation of events has certainly caused us to rethink recruitment 

methods, we are working diligently to continue to recruit for the fall. We are utilizing social media, our website, 

and purposefully placed online ads even more than usual to continue to get our name in front of the eyes of 

prospective students. In addition to online recruitment methods, I will be working with students who are already 

in the application pipeline through e-mail, encouraging them to still work on completing their application for the 

Fall.  

 

We are working to update our view books with the new information about our plans for the Fall, to be printed 

this Spring.  

 
Public Relations 
 

BSK Sunday was scheduled for April but has been postponed to October 25th. We will work to get churches 

signed on to participate in the Summer/Fall.  

 

We are working on a print and e-mail newsletter to go out this month with BSK updates. 

 

In early March, we met with CBF state leaders and our alumni, face-to-face over Zoom in order to update them 

on our changes coming for the Fall. We are very aware of how important our networks are for recruitment. Now 

that these groups have been updated on what is happening this Fall, we plan to send materials out to them that 

they can include in their newsletters, etc.  

 

Thanks to our new partnership with the NBCA Intl., Inc., we were able to send a BSK flyer out to the NBCA’s 

mass e-mail list complete with links to our website, application, etc. This is a very large audience that we were 

able to reach.  

 

As previously mentioned, we have been very active on social media during the COVID-19 outbreak as this 

medium has been so utilized across the world during this unique time. It was there we posted our plans for 

continuing classes online and where we have posted about the work our students are doing to minister during 

the outbreak. Please continue to share and like these posts on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.  

 
Financial Aid  
 

The new financial structure voted on by the Board at the January meeting ($300, $200, $100) has already proved to 

be beneficial as I have talked to prospective students about what their seminary experience will cost. Prospective 

students have responded very well to these numbers and have not been deterred from applying because of the 

cost. It has also been helpful in easily explaining the difference between our programs (M.Div, certificates, etc.). 



8 
 

 
 

President’s Report 
David Cassady, President  |   March 2020 

  
 

COVID-19 Updates  
 

 All courses functioning online. Georgetown and Simmons College 
buildings closed.  
 

 Additional webcams, lights, and microphones purchased for faculty  

 All faculty and staff working from home. Added new online tools to assist in 
this. Needed meetings continue via Zoom, including shared lunch on 
Thursdays.  

 

 Students are being affected: financial stress, anxiety for self/families.  

 

Grants & Fund-Raising  
 

Lilly “Flourishing” Grant Proposal  
 

Letter of interest due mid-April. Full proposal due June 1. Up to $1 million 
over 5 years. Our proposal will focus on “Overcoming the Congregational 
Color Line.” Includes research component to identify affects of the color line 
for black and white congregations. Last phase would involve creating 
resources to assist in overcoming the color line and mitigating its effects. 
 
New Baugh Foundation Proposal  
 

We will propose a Learning Resource Center housed in the Simmons College 
area. The Center will provide support for students in these areas:  academic 
excellence, creative media/communications skills, and digital literacy. Ask: 
$600,000 over 5 years.  
 

Fund-Raising  
 

Our efforts for fund-raising will move to mail, email, and phone.  

 New print newsletter in process to go out early April  

 New email newsletter in process to go out mid-April 

https://bsk.edu/

